Small Group Talk Sheet
Galatians – Week 7: Boundaries and Faith
1 Peter 1:13-16; Colossians 3:5-10, 15-17; 2 Timothy 3:16-17
Dave Wilde

Intro – As we progress through our study of Galatians, we have talked in depth about grace that saves through faith.  We have also talked in some depth about avoiding “rule following”.  I don’t want to miss the value of what I would call “boundary setting” however.  Rules don’t save us, but boundaries can guide us and help us to live a life that serves God and introduces the world to Jesus.  The discussion in this study will hopefully help us to gain an appreciation for responding to the Lord’s sacrifice by allowing the Bible to set a few healthy boundaries for our lives.  

Notes – Using the following passages, read and discuss the questions at the bottom of the talk sheet.  

1 Peter 1:13-16 (NIV)
13 Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. 14 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”

Colossians 3:5-10; 15-17 (NIV)
5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV)
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God p may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

Small Group Questions: Leader, please read the following questions and give everyone a chance to participate.  

1. Read the 1 Peter 1 passage.  What expectations do you read?  (see also Romans 12:1-2)
2. Read the Colossians 3 passage.  What does it mean to “put to death” the earthly nature?  In your opinion, what does it mean to “let the message of Christ dwell in you richly”? 
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Read the 2 Timothy 3 passage.  How would you describe “teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training”?  Why is all of that important to the individual believer?  
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