Small Group Talk Sheet
Galatians – Week 8: Common Ground
1 Corinthians 9:19-23
Dave Wilde

Intro – This last week at worship, we talked some about what it means to be adopted.  As we talk about adoption, I would like for the focus to be on the fact that we are all sons and daughters of one Father, rather than focusing on the adoption aspect.  Anyone who has a sibling is probably well aware of the fact that brothers and sisters argue sometimes.  But no matter how much we fuss and fight, when someone messes with our sibling, we can come together pretty quickly.  It’s that old feeling that we get when we say, “I can miss with my sister all I want, but YOU can’t!”  Tonight, I would like for our groups to consider what it means to find common ground even when we disagree on some things.  What do we focus on in order to remember that we are brothers and sisters and to stay on mission in the kingdom?     

Notes – Using the following passages, read and discuss the questions at the bottom of the talk sheet.  

1 Corinthians 9:19-23 (NIV)
19 Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. 20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. 21 To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means I might save some. 23 I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings. 

Small Group Questions: Leader, please read the following questions and give everyone a chance to participate.  

1. What are some common things that divide people?  Arguments? Political positions? Religious differences?
2. Think of a person with whom you usually agree on most things.  Have you ever been in an argument/disagreement with that person?    
3. How could you describe the term “common ground”?  
4. What sorts of things to Christians bicker about?  Is it okay to disagree?  Are there times when it isn’t okay to disagree?
5. React to the following statement: “It doesn’t matter much what people think about religion as long as they agree on Jesus.”  

[bookmark: _GoBack]At the end of all of this, I suppose that I would like for us to remember that, while we may not always agree on everything, as long as we remember our common love for Jesus, it will all be okay.  Denominations may not agree, but what do they do with Jesus?  Traditional and contemporary churches may have vastly different worship, but if they worship the same Jesus, they can ALWAYS be sure that they are ONE BODY!  
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